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SAN DIEGO - Two firefighters who were jumped and stabbed by a physically imposing
assailant during a medical-aid call at an East Village transit depot were recovering from their

"near-death experience" Thursday, their boss said.

"I'm very, very pleased to be here today to announce that those firefighters are going to be OK,"

San Diego Fire Chief Javier Mainar said during a briefing at downtown police headquarters.

Ben Vernon, 32, and Alex Wallbertt, 37, were tending to an ill man at the trolley station in the
500 block of Park Boulevard shortly before 4 p.m. Wednesday when a bystander, 34-year-old
Ryan Allen Jones, allegedly began interfering with them.

"He was asked several times by the firefighters to move back," San Diego Police Department
Chief Shelley Zimmerman told reporters. "He continued to interfere with the firefighters

rendering the aid, and an altercation occurred."”

Jones allegedly attacked Vernon with a folding knife, prompting Wallbertt to come to his
colleague's aid. During the ensuing struggle, both firefighters suffered multiple stab wounds to

their upper bodies.

Transit security officers ended the assault by pulling the 6-foot-3-inch, 210-pound assailant off
the victims and dousing him with pepper spray, authorities said. The guards then held Jones

until city police arrived.

Medics took Vernon to Scripps Mercy Hospital for treatment of stab wounds to his back, one of

which resulted in a collapsed lung, Mainar said. Wallbertt was admitted to UCSD Medical
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Center with less severe injuries to his upper body.

Wallbertt was likely to be released Thursday afternoon or evening, while Vernon was expected

to remain under medical care for another day or two, Mainar said.

Jones, who has no known home address, was booked into San Diego Central Jail on suspicion
of attempted murder, assault with a deadly weapon and other charges. He was being held

without bail pending arraignment, scheduled for Friday afternoon.

Mainar expressed gratitude for "an outpouring” of condolences and sympathy his department
received from the public in response to the violence suffered by Vernon, an eight-year member
of the San Diego Fire-Rescue Department, and Wallbertt, who has been with the agency for

Seven years.

The fire chief called the attack "an unfortunate example of how quickly a good deed can turn
bad." He said the victims were "in shock at how quickly things devolved" during what had

started as a routine emergency call.

"I've been (with the fire department) for 35 years, and while we've had altercations -- and I've
certainly been in a few myself over the years with people who wish to interfere with our jobs --
I've never seen one that resulted in two firefighters facing a near-death experience," Mainar

said during the late-afternoon news conference.

For her part, the police chief described the crime as "a solemn reminder as to the dangers our
officers and firefighters face every single day while proudly protecting and serving the citizens

of our great city."

Copyright 2015 Scripps Media, Inc. City News Service contributed to this report. All rights reserved. This material may not be

published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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Thank you and welcome!

Bill O'Reilly to return with new podcast episode

Bill O'Reilly is back and ready to talk. His personal website says the former Fox News host will air a new
episode of his "No Spin News" podcast Monday evening.

3 countries you can call home for cheap

Looking to break out of your normal day-to-day rut? There are plenty of countries where $1,000 a month

will buy you food, housing, adventures, and a whole new look at the world. Jared Cotter talked with travel
writer Tim Leffel , author of A Better Life for Half the Price to find out about three countries you can call
home for a bargain price.

Victim of Pacific Beach motel stabbing dies

San Diego Police announced Sunday that a victim stabbed multiple times after a fight at a Pacific Beach
motel succumbed to his wounds last Friday.

Erin Moran, "Happy Days" actress, dies at 56

Erin Moran, the former child star who played Joanie Cunningham in the sitcoms "Happy Days" and
"Joanie Loves Chachi," has died. She was 56.

Two armed men rob Mexican restaurant in Nestor

Two armed robbers took a cash register and money from a Nestor taco shop and fled in an awaiting van,
according to San Diego police.

CA moves - slowly - toward resuming executions

California has long been what one expert calls a "symbolic death penalty state," one of 12 that has capital
punishment on the books but has not executed anyone in more than a decade.
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